[Health-economic aspects of glaucoma screening].
Screening for glaucoma can detect undiagnosed patients, and treatment can prevent blindness. There are defined criteria for screening programs, but economic aspects of screening programs and cost utility estimations are of increasing importance. Medical databases (CDSR, HTA, MEDLINE, EMBASE) were searched on the topics of glaucoma screening, screening strategies and tools, and relevant health-economic analyses for glaucoma screening. In this article, the most important findings are presented and discussed using epidemiological data. Glaucoma screening meets most of the relevant criteria for screening strategies. The best single screening test at this time is the frequency doubling technique. The cost-effectiveness depends mainly on the prevalence of the disease, the specificity of the screening test, the costs of screening and disease, and the impairment of quality of life due to glaucoma. Two recently published cost utility studies from Finland and the United Kingdom are presented. A common result is that a population screening is not cost-effective, whereas targeted screening of high-risk groups is. Glaucoma screening of the general population is not cost-effective, but screening of groups at risk (e.g., those of a certain age, family history, or ethnicity) may be cost-effective. Clear cutoff points regarding whom to screen can be determined by economic analyses using high-quality data. These data influence health policy decision makers.